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CANADIAN DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH.
A BRIEF debate recently took place in the House of
Commons on the advisability of establislhing a Canadian
Department of Public Healtlh. Dr. Miclhael Steele, member
for South Pertlh, in the province of Ontario, in moving that
the organization of a department of public health was
desirable in order to conserve in the largest measure pos-
sible the physical welfare of the people of tho Dominion,
said that the various branches of public hlealtlh were at
present administered by several separate departments at
Ottawa, and urged the advantage of centralization. The
establishment of hospitals, charities, and similar matters
was in the lhands of the provincial' governments in
accordance with the British North America Act, but by
this same Act the question of cieat.ing a public lhealtl
department was left with the Federal Government, whlichi
already administeied suclh branches of public hlealth as
quarantine, adulteration of foods, and inspection of meat.
The Hon. J. D. Hazen, while admitting the advantage of
centralizing the branclhes of public health work already in
tlle lhands of the Dominion Government, thouglht that
serious consideration should be given to the question before
matters now administered by the provincial governments
were transferred to the Federal Government. He thouglht
that as the war was the one great problem occupying the
attcntion of the country at present the question of creating
a public health department slhould be adjourned until a
more opportune time, and tlhis view prevailed,

ONTARIO MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
The annual meeting of tlhe Ontario Medical Association

will take place this year at Toronto from May 30th to
June 2nd, wlhen several matters of great importance to
the profession will be considered. Particular interest
centres ronnd the Commission on Medical Education, which
recently concluded the taking of evidence. The profession
maintained in evidence given before it that thie practice
of medicine should be limited to those- who con-
formed to the educational mquirements of the Ontario
College of Plhysicians and Surgeons and passed the
examinations prescribed by that body. It is understood
tlat the report of the Commision will not come before
the Legislature during the present sssion, and it is-boped
at the forthcoming meetinig of the association to obtain
furtlher expression of the views of the profession. Anotlher
question of particular interest is the Workmen's Corn.
pensation Act, which, in its present form, iiakes no
adequate provision for the payment of the doctor's fee.
thiis point was included in the questions taken up by a
deputation representing the Trades and Labour Congress
of Canada and the Ontario Labour Educational Associa-
tion, which waited on the Ontario Government on
'March 17th last, with the request that the Workmen's
Compensation Act should be so amended that hlospitals
would receive payment for first-aid services out of the
funds provided under the Act. The address in medicine
will be delivered by Dr. E. P. Joslin, of Boston, on the
treatment of diabetes; Dr. DeWit Levis, of Chicago, will
give the address in surgery; and Dr. J. F. Percy, of
Galesbury, Illinois, that in gynaecology. A session will
be devoted to the-problem of the returned soldier, from the
medical, military, vocational, and economical standpoints.
It is hoped that representatives from the military con-
valescent hospitals throughout the country will be present,
and tllat it will be possible then to make arrangements
for a uniform policy and procedure in such institutions.

FREE ANTrrOXIN IN ONTARIO.
The Hon. J. W. Hanna, provincial secretary for the

province of Ontario, recently stated that 300,000 soldiers
had been inoculated with typhoid antitoxin supplied free
of charge by the Ontario Government, and that the
regular price of this amount of antitoxin would have
been 225,000 dols. The new arrangement whereby various
vaccines are also supplied free of charge to) municipalities
and physicians througlhout the province came into force on
February 1st last, and during that month, in addition to
thle typhoid antitoxin, vaccines to the value of 7,000 dols.
were supplied free. The provincial Health Act has-been
amended- to provide that any person who slls, publicly or

privately, any of thle free vaccines supplied by the Govern-
inenb shall be-liable toXa- fine of- 1O dois. or three- mxontnh'
imprisonment.

THE BOMBAY MEDICAL UNION.
AT the annual general meeting, on February 26th, of the
Bombay Medical Union-a body which consists of Indian
medical men in the Bombay Presidency, many of whomn
also lhold European qualifications-tlhe President, Dr. B. S.
Siroff, L.M. and S., delivered an address, in the course of
wlich he dealt with tllree important points. Tiie first was
the readiness with which the Indian mnedical profession
came to the aid of Government during the war. In
Bombay alone 150 men volunteered for general service.
The number of temporary commissions granted was stated
to be 166, and of these 32 were given in England. Out of
the total perhaps a dozen were Europeans or Eurasians.
Dr. Sliroff observed that, wlhile all temporary lieutenantts
in the 1tA.M.C. have been promoted to captain on com-
pletion of a year's service, those in tlle I.M.S. have nlot
been thus promoted, and complained of " this invidious dis-
tinction in the treatment of Indians," but we understand
that the permanent lieutenants in the I.M.S. haave not been
promoted, so that the disability is one which hias affected
all officers of the I.M.S., Europeans- and Indians alike.
The second point was the Bogus Medical Degrees Bill,
designed to prevent the assumption and use by un-
qualified persons of titles implying qualification in
Western medical science. Of this bill the President
hteartily approved, tlhough it had met with muclh oppo-
sition from some educated Indians. As regards thle ad-
visability of Government recognition of the Yunani
(Musalman) and Ayurvedic (Hindu) systems of medicine,
the union, we gather, lholds an open mind and reserves its
opinion. The tlhird important subject was the proposal to
found a second medical college in Bombay. Such a
college, the union suggests, might utilize the services of
qualified Indians as an honorary staff, as in British bos-
pitals. An independent medical college, it is urged, would
enter into healthy rivalry with the Government medical
school, and competition would stimulate progress- in both
institutions.

SANITATION IN BENGAL.
Mr. G. B. Williams, the Sanitary Engineer to tlhe

Government of Bengal and President of the local section
of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, has publislied.
for the use of those who contemplate entering the new
local service of municipal sanitary engineers, an excellent
manual of the various branches of engineering which will
come within their ken. It is replete with practical
illustrations derived from a wide experience of conditions
in Bengal. Discussing building construction, for example,
Mr. Williams is not content with a few jejune rules as
to desirable elevation, stability of foundations, etc. He
assumes that thte Indian sanitary inspector, in this splhere,
as in others, will desire to exercise an improving influence.
There is probably no country in the world, lhe observes,
where a dissemination of the elementary principles of
buildingconstruction is more desirable, and he adds: "It
would, at all events, be lhard to discover one wlhere they
are more consistently and universally disregarded. In
respect of the chloice of situation, the materials used, the
design of the buildings, and the manner in whicli they are
erected, it would be difficult to find anything much worse
than many of the dwelling houses which disfigure the
Indian towns and villages."

COCAINE IN CALCUTTA.
The evil progress of the drug habit in India is illtus-

trated by sonme unpleasant particulars given in a lecture
at the University Institute in Calcutta by Captain
W. J. Clifford. He said the drug habit in Calcutta lhad
great centres at Taltola and Chitpore. The two principal
drugs used were, lie said, opium and cocaine. It was
usually found that opium was taken by Chinese anid
Obriahs, and cocaine by young lads. Captain Clifford
appealed to tlose present not to leave all tihe action to
soieties, but to study the problems themnsehles, and' make
personal efforts to help. Captain Clifford said he had


